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CRAZY-QUILT FAN LESSON - Lesson 1

Presenter: Carolyn Phillips - DecPainter

 
This lesson is for a fan that has five blades, and finishes at 4”. Please read all of the instructions before begin-
ning.

 
1.) DRAFTING THE PATTERN        

The fan is a ninety-degree (L-shaped) fan, which is designed to fit into the corner of your crazy quilt block. Use 
your ruler and plain or graph paper to measure and draw a 4” line for both the horizontal and the vertical lines. 
To create the curved edge of the fan, as shown in photo #1, measure 4” from the corner of the fan, mark in sev-
eral places, and then connect the dots.

 



2.) MEASURING AND CUTTING THE FAN BLADES

Use a ruler or tape measure to measure the curved edge of the fan. In our example, it measures slightly more than 
6¼”. Divide 6.25” by 5 (the number of blades) equals about 1.25”. Mark the curve at 1¼” increments, as shown 
in photo #2. Use the ruler to draw a line from the corner of the fan to each mark on the curve to make each fan 
blade. Cut out, or trace and cut out, one of the fan blades to use as a pattern. Measure and add ¼” seam allowances 
on all sides of the fan blade. Cut 5 blades from the fabric of your choice.

 



3.) SEWING THE FAN

With right sides together, sew a generous (slightly more than ¼”) seam starting at the wide part of the blade to-
ward the tip.  Align and sew through the dot at the tip of each blade to ensure that all the fan blade points come to 
one sharp point. See photo #3. Use a pin to align the dots on each blade tip before sewing, if desired.

 

4.)  CHECKING FOR ACCURACY

After sewing the fan, press well, and then lay the fan on the pattern to make sure that the fan is an accurate ninety-
degree angle, as shown in photo #4. If the fan is too wide, go back and increase the size of the seams in some or 
all of the blades. It is very important that the fan finish at ninety degrees so that it will fit properly in a corner of 
your crazy quilt block.



5. ATTACHING THE FAN TO THE CRAZY QUILT:

Attach the fan to the crazy quilt with hand or machine stitching, being sure that all of the raw edges will be cov-
ered by seams or by embellishments. Your block will finish with a ¼” seam allowance at each side of the fan, and 
at the curved edge of the fan. This will give you room for seams at the sides, and will allow you to turn under 
and sew down the curved edge, if desired. You can omit the “turned under” curve and simply apply lace or other 
embellishments to cover the raw seam edge.



Fig. 6 - Embellished Fan




